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Reimagining the Public Sphere: 
Addressing the Crisis of Democracy through Applied Drama 
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  Trinity College Dublin  
  Dublin 2 
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 Dublin 2 

 

You are being invited to take part in a research study that is being done by Courtney 
Helen Grile of the School of Creative Arts, as part of her qualification for a PhD in Drama. 
Before you decide whether or not to take part, please read this information sheet carefully. 
Ask Courtney any questions you have. Don’t feel rushed or under pressure to make a quick 
decision. You should understand fully the risks and benefits of taking part in this study, and 
you are encouraged to make a decision that is right for you.  

 

This leaflet has five main parts: 

Part 1 – The Study 
Part 2 – Data Protection 

Part 3 – Costs, Funding and Approval 
Part 4 – Future Research 

Part 5 – Further Information  



Part 1 – The Study 
 
Why is this study being done? 

This study is being done to explore the potentialities of using applied drama praxis within 
the framework of deliberative democracies, and to offer insights and solutions to those who 
are looking to create more inclusive practices of democratic communication. This stage of 
the research will result in a PhD dissertation that will collect, evaluate, reflect upon, and 
disseminate insights from historical precedence of drama’s relationship with democracy, 
democratic, social science, and drama theory, and insights from the reality of applied drama 
praxis through surveys and interviews with facilitators and participants who have operated 
within the field. We hope this study will have value for the fields of drama and theatre and 
political science. 

Why have I been invited to take part? 

• You	have	been	invited	to	take	part	because	you	either	a)	are	a	working	practitioner	and	
facilitator	using	applied	drama	methods,	or	b)	have	been	a	participant	of	an	applied	
drama	project.	

Do I have to take part? Can I withdraw?  

You do not have to take part in this study; it is entirely voluntary. If you decide not to take 
part, it will have no impact on your relationship with the researcher or the institution. You 
can change your mind about taking part in the study and opt out at any time during data 
collection, even after the interview (or survey) has begun. If you decide to opt out, this will 
not prejudice the researcher in any way, and your data will not be retained.  

Once results are collated and entered into the study’s written outputs, it will no longer be 
possible to withdraw. This will occur around 15 September 2021. You will still retain certain 
rights over your personal data after that stage (see below), but your personal input will be 
part of the study at that point already and cannot then be removed.  

How will the study be carried out? 

If	you	are	part	of	Group	A	(applied	drama	facilitators),	you	will	be	contacted	electronically	with	
a	survey	link	(either	by	email	or	via	social	media).	You	will	have	until	30	April	2021,	during	
which	survey	results	can	be	recorded,	and	the	deadline	will	be	clearly	posted.	The	consent	form	
will	be	integrated	into	the	online	survey.	All	data	will	be	held	securely	using	TCD-based	servers	
or	equipment,	and	analysed	only	by	the	researcher.	If	you	opt	at	the	end	of	the	survey	to	
participate	in	an	interview,	you	will	be	asked	to	email	the	Researcher	at	grilec@tcd.ie.	If	you	
consent	to	participate,	then	the	researcher	will	set	up	a	phone	call	(of	no	more	than	an	hour)	
with	you	using	Microsoft	Teams.	This	interview	will	be	recorded	securely	using	TCD-based	
servers,	and	then	transcribed	by	the	researcher.	There	will	be	structured	questions	to	organise	
the	conversation	that	you	will	be	sent	in	advance,	if	you	agree	to	participate.	The	data	collected	
will	not	be	anonymous,	but	you	will	have	control	over	whether	you	would	like	personal	
attribution	of	specific	comments.	You	will	have	the	right	to	make	off-the-record	comments	
during	the	interview	(by	declaring	“off-the-record”)	or	to	specifying	that	certain	types	of	



feedback	should	not	be	attributed.	Any	such	comments	will	be	held	separately	from	your	
interview	in	a	transcript	labelled	“anonymous	comments.”	Any	names	or	institutions	mentioned	
may	be	anonymised	in	the	results,	as	may	be	required	to	retain	confidentiality.		

If	you	are	part	of	Group	B	(applied	drama	participants),	you	will	be	contacted	electronically	
with	a	survey	link	(either	by	email	or	via	social	media).	You	will	have	until	30	April	2021,	during	
which	survey	results	can	be	recorded,	and	the	deadline	will	be	clearly	posted.	The	consent	form	
will	be	integrated	into	the	online	survey.	All	data	will	be	held	securely	using	TCD-based	servers	
or	equipment,	and	analysed	only	by	the	researcher.	 

What will happen to me if I decide not to take part? 

If	you	decide	not	to	take	part,	you	do	not	have	to	do	anything;	just	don’t	answer	the	survey.	If	
you	decide	in	the	middle	of	taking	the	survey	that	you	do	not	want	to	take	part,	do	not	get	to	the	
end	of	the	survey	and	do	not	click	“submit.”	If	you	click	“submit”	and	reconsider,	you	will	have	
to	write	to	the	researcher	to	ask	your	data	to	be	taken	away	from	the	study	manually.	As	your	
contribution	may	be	anonymous,	you	may	have	to	take	note	of	the	specific	time	and	see	if	you	
can	recall	other	identifying	details	of	what	you	entered,	so	that	the	researcher	can	identify	
which	data	should	not	be	included. 

What will happen to my data? 

All data will be held temporarily (through September 2022) on the researcher’s own laptop 
based at home, where it is held in an encrypted folder on a secure (encrypted) hard drive. 
The laptop itself cannot be accessed without a password. A backup will be held in TCD cloud 
services at a level requiring two-factor- authentication security until the data is processed 
and archived. The researcher will restrict all access, only the researcher and advisor will 
have access to all data.  

As the researcher is continuing to publish in this area, retaining/archiving the collected data 
beyond the life of the study is important. For this reason, personal data (such as that 
provided through interview) will be kept securely beyond the completion of the study. 
However, if the data is repurposed outside of the remit defined in this particular study, 
participants in Group A who identified themselves will be contacted again for explicit 
consent to have the data reused. The reuse of any past data will be cleared through an 
ethics committee at the time of use. This research may happen outside of the European 
Economic Area and thus will no longer come under GDPR at that time. At no time will this 
research be commercialised.  

If you agree to this use of your data in future, your consent form will be retained 
indefinitely, and destroyed only when the data is securely deleted or no longer usable.  

Are there any benefits to taking part in this research? 

Taking	part	in	this	study	will	not	directly	benefit	you,	other	than	by	creating	an	opportunity	for	
your	own	reflection	and	learning.	However,	the	research	performed	with	any	information	
provided	through	surveys	and	interviews	may	help	the	researcher	(and	any	readers	of	
publications	that	may	result)	to	better	understand	the	potential	for	applied	drama	praxis	as	an	
essential	part	of	liberal	democratic	institutions.	As	this	is	part	of	a	long-term	research	project,	



the	benefits	of	this	research	may	not	be	seen	for	several	years.	By	participating,	you	are	helping	
to	advance	the	study	of	drama	pedagogies,	and	democratic	participation	generally,	for	future	
generations.	 

Are there any risks to me or others if I take part? 

Identification. Those who agree to participate in on-the-record interviews may have 
attributed quotations in the study and will no longer be anonymous. We consider any risk to 
individuals arising from disclosure of identity in this context to be extremely low, as 
individuals have the option to request to remain anonymous in any publications.  

Confidentiality. Names of individuals that may arise in connection with critical comments 
may be redacted or altered/coded in publication to preserve confidentiality, to protect 
individuals from reputational damage in the course of the study. Identifying details in such 
cases where reputation could be at risk will be minimised in any public version of the writing 
that results.  

Emotions. Discussion of past experiences can bring up unexpected emotions, both positive 
and negative. Participants in the study are encouraged to 1) decline participation if they 
have reason to expect an adverse outcome from thinking about these past experiences, 2) 
disclose any discomfort openly to the researcher and seek support for it, and 3) pause or 
cease participation in the study if it occasions significant discomfort at any time.  

Will I be told the outcome of the study? 

The	results	of	this	study	will	first	be	submitted	in	September	2022	as	part	of	the	dissertation	for	
the	PhD	in	Drama,	a	degree	being	undertaken	by	the	researcher	at	Trinity	College	Dublin.	This	
submission	will	be	entirely	confidential	between	the	researcher	and	the	examining	committee,	
and	you	will	not	be	given	access	to	this	submission.	Based	on	feedback	received	for	the	PhD,	all	
of	some	of	the	dissertation	will	be	revised	for	publication	in	the	coming	few	years,	targeted	at	
political	science/drama	journals.	At	that	time,	non-anonymous	participants	(Group	A	
participants	who	agree	to	be	non-anonymous)	will	be	contacted	and	informed	of	impending	
publication.	Digital	copies	will	be	shared	with	non-anonymous	participants,	who	will	be	
acknowledged	for	their	participation	within	the	article.	Anonymous	participants	may	access	an	
ultimately	published	version,	if	they	desire.		

 

Part 2 – Data Protection 
 
What will happen to my personal data? 

All identifying data such as consent forms, survey responses, interview sound files, and 
interview transcripts will be minimally processed only as necessary to achieve the narrow 
objectives of the research. The research collection process is designed to involve no damage 
or distress to participants.  



Data will be kept in two locations (TCD servers and the researchers’s personal laptop) from 
the moment of collection until submission of the dissertation (September 2022). Thereafter, 
audio interview files will be destroyed, replaced by transcripts only (with redacted 
confidentiality elements and separated “off the record” statements). Consent forms will be 
kept for a minimum of 7 years in keeping with GDPR guidelines. The archived material will 
be retained for further pedagogical study and the personal archive of the researcher, but it 
will not be repurposed for another study without passing through a further research ethics 
committee review. Participants have the right to agree to this ongoing use of their data on 
the consent form, where they can clearly state whether they wish to be contacted again if 
the data is to be reused.  

There is no algorithmic or automated data processing involved in this study.  

Who will access and use my personal data as part of this study?  

Courtney Helen Grile (researcher) and her supervisor, Dr Nicholas Johnson, will have access 
to your personal data provided during the study.  

Will my personal data be kept confidential? How will my data be kept safe?  

All	data	is	held	electronically	in	encrypted	or	two-factor	authentication	locations.	A	risk	
assessment	has	been	carried	out	and	indicates	that	the	level	of	risk	by	identification	or	
disclosure	of	this	data	is	extremely	low.	Presentations	or	publications	arising	from	the	data	can	
only	identify	those	participants	who	have	offered	explicit	consent.	Anonymity	in	data	collection	
is	the	default	for	all	survey	participants.	The	researcher	has	taken	all	relevant	training	in	data	
protection	law	and	will	adhere	to	professional	standards	expected	by	the	Trinity	Research	
Office.		

What is the lawful basis to use my personal data?  

The	lawful	basis	for	the	use	of	your	personal	data	is	the	European	General	Data	Protection	
regulation.	By	this	law,	we	can	use	your	personal	information	for	scientific	research	(Article	9,	
2j)	in	the	public	interest	(Article	6,	1e).	We	ask	for	explicit	consent	for	the	use	of	your	data	at	the	
time	of	data	collection	to	uphold	our	obligations	under	this	standard,	and	in	line	with	
contemporary	TCD	research	standards.	 

What are my rights?  

You are entitled to the following rights. How to avail of these rights is also indicated below:  

• Right to access data held 
o Participants may write to ask to see the data I hold in relation to them.  

• Right to correct inaccuracies 
o Participants may ask for corrections to this record during the limited period prior  
to the data’s processing into submission/future publication.  

• Right to erasure 
o Participants may ask to have their interview/transcript/consent revoked and  
deleted, and evidence will be provided of this having occurred.  



• Right to object to processing or profiling 
o Participants may inform me of any objections to how data is being processed and  
to have their own content deleted if the situation necessitates it.  

• Right to data portability 
o Participants may request their own data held by me for the purpose of using it  
themselves, for their own purposes unrelated to my research.  

• Right to object to profiling 
o No profiling or automatic processing is involved in this study.  

By law you can exercise all these rights in relation to your personal data, unless the 
request would make it impossible or very difficult to conduct the research. You can 
exercise these rights after data collection by contacting the researcher at 
grilec@tcd.ie or the Trinity College Data Protection Officer, Secretary’s Office, Trinity 
College Dublin, Dublin 2, Ireland. Email: dataprotection@tcd.ie. Website: 
www.tcd.ie/privacy.  

 

Part 3 – Costs, Funding, and Approval 

Has this study been approved by a research ethics committee?  

This study has undergone ethics review and was approved by the School of Creative Arts on 
10 December 2020. The operative guidelines for this committee can be seen on the web 
here: https://www.tcd.ie/creative-
arts/assets/pdf/School%20of%20Creative%20Arts%20Research%20Ethics%20Policy.pdf  

Who is organising and funding this study? Will the results be used for 
commercial purposes?  

This study is conducted by Courtney Helen Grile for the primary purpose of obtaining an 
academic qualification. I am currently funded by a Trinity College Dublin Postgraduate 
Scholarship. The research forms part of a degree course at Trinity College Dublin. No one is 
being paid to recruit participants to the study. The results will not be used for commercial 
purposes.  

Is there any payment for taking part? Will it cost me anything if I agree to 
take part?  

There is no payment to any participants for taking part in the study. All participation is given 
voluntarily. Participants will not reimbursed for any expenses incurred in the course of their 
use of online tools to contribute to either surveys or interviews. The costs involved should 
be extremely minimal to any participant; the main cost is time (up to an hour is the 
maximum anticipated).  

 



Part 4 – Future Research 

Will my personal data be used in future studies?  

Those who consent to participate will have only given permission for their data to be used 
for the current study, but the researcher is also seeking permission to store the data for 
possible future use in research. This could only be the researcher’s own research (not 
someone else’s). This participation is voluntary, and consent to use data for future research 
may be withdrawn at any time prior to that research’s publication. Such future research 
could only occur if it also has approval from an ethics committee.  

 

Part 5 – Further Information 

Whom should I contact for information or complaints?  

If you have any concerns or questions, you can contact:  

• Researcher: Courtney Helen Grile, grilec@tcd.ie 
• Supervisor: Dr Nicholas Johnson, johnson@tcd.ie  
• Data Protection Officer, Trinity College Dublin: Data Protection Officer, Secretary’s 

Office, Trinity College Dublin, Dublin 2, Ireland. Email: dataprotection@tcd.ie. 
Website: www.tcd.ie/privacy.  

Under GDPR, if you are not satisfied with how your data is being processed, you have the 
right to lodge a complaint with the Office of the Data Protection Commission, 21 Fitzwilliam 
Square South, Dublin 2, Ireland. Website: www.dataprotection.ie.  

Will I be contacted again?  

If	you	would	like	to	take	part	in	this	study,	you	will	be	asked	to	sign	the	Consent	Form	(as	a	
separate	attachment/page)	and	specify	what	you	understand	based	on	the	information	
provided.	You	will	be	given	a	copy	of	this	information	leaflet	to	keep.	After	your	data	has	been	
provided	and	processed,	you	will	not	be	contacted	again	unless	there	is	a	planned	publication	
arising	from	this	project,	in	which	cases	the	non-anonymous	participants	will	be	notified.	 

Thank	you	for	your	contribution	to	this	research.	 


